
EPR 101





EPR in Canada
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What is EPR?

Extended Producer Responsibility 

(EPR) is a policy approach that makes 

producers responsible for their 

products along the entire

lifecycle, including at the post-

consumer stage.

- Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development



Producers

−Brand Owner

−First Importer

−Retailer



Oversight Bodies

− Compliance & Enforcement

− Registration & Reporting

− Data Management

− Public Information



Producer Responsibility Organization 
(PRO)

−Compliance Management

−Collection & Recycling

−Reporting & Auditing

−Funding & Fee Collection

−Public Awareness & Education

−Collaboration with all Stakeholders



EPR Hierarchy 

Regulator      →       Producers    →          PRO(s)       →   Service Providers

Regulation comes first



EPR and the Circular Economy

$$

$$

$



EPR at a high level

1. Increase recycling/decrease waste

2. Regulation to change behaviour

3. Appoint regulator to enforce

4. Producers set up PRO 
outsource/meet obligations



EPR Models 

Voluntary Regulated 

Funding

Shared 
Financial

Full 
Financial
 

Operated by

Municipal Producers

Single PRO Multiple PRO



Collection

−Curbside collection

−Deposit-Return System

−Producer collection points

−Mail-Back



Producer Obligations



Producer Obligations 2.0



Reporting

Sales 

Data

Product 

Attributes

Categorization Apply 

Regional 

Rules

Report



PPP in Manitoba



Batteries



Fees "system costs" refer to the 

total expenses for 

collecting, sorting, 

recycling, and disposing of 

post-consumer products, 

as well as managing the 

infrastructure and 

administrative tasks 

required for these 

processes.



Ensuring Compliance

−Legal agreement

−Enforcement by PROs and Regulator

−Know the regulations

−Be responsive – it’s a relationship

−Free Riders





Global Trends

−EPR Scope Expansion* 

−ESG Reporting

−Design for Environment*

−Policy and Regulatory Developments

−Economic Incentives – Ecomodulation*



−Textiles

−Sports and Leisure Goods

−Single-Use Plastics

−Renewable Energy Products

EPR Scope Expansion



Design for Environment

− European Union's Ecodesign Directive 
(2024/1781)

−California’s Safer Consumer Products (SCP) 
Regulations

− Japan's Home Appliance Recycling Law

−China’s Circular Economy Promotion Law



Economic Incentives – Ecomodulation

Ecomodulation adjusts the fees 
producers pay in EPR programs based on 

the environmental impact of their 
products. 

Rewards environmentally friendly 
products with lower fees

Penalizes less recoverable products with 
higher fees



ÉEQ 2024 Malus



What else is coming

− Europe 

− EU’s Packaging and Packaging Waste 
(PPWR) Regulation

− USA 

− Canada

− Federal Plastics Registry

− Labelling & Mandatory Recycled 
Content

− INC4 (Global Plastics Treaty) April, 2024:

− EPR is now seen as a central 
mechanism for addressing plastic 
waste



How Greenstreets can help



QUESTIONS? andrea@greenstreetsepr.ca

416.668.5026

mailto:andrea@greenstreetsepr.ca
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